The basic coalescent

1.1 Introduction

In this chapter, we first motivate the need for a mathematical model that
can describe the process generating genetic data, with specific emphasis on
human variation. We assume that genetic data are in the form of DNA
sequence data. The sequences or genes are all homologous copies of the
same genetic region in the genome of a species. Whether one or both copies
of a gene in an individual is sampled does not matter here, what matters
is their number and genetic type. Such data are collected from one or sev-
eral present-day populations of a single species, and from this sample we
want to infer details about the evolutionary processes that created the data.
(A population is here best understood as a population of genes, rather than
a population of individuals, because we focus at the level of genes.) The
inferential analysis is retrospective; we seek to understand aspects of the
sample’s (and the population’s) evolutionary past through analysis of the
present day sample. Below we sketch an analysis of a data set from humans
to make more clear the different types of questions that coalescent theory
seeks to answer.

The human genome consists of twenty-two autosomal chromosomes, the
two sex chromosomes X and Y, and the mitochondrion. One representative
sequence of the human genome has recently been approximately determ-
ined, and is presently subject to refinement. Additionally, a major effort
has now been directed towards determining the population variation in the
human genome through determination of single nucleotide polymorphism
(SNPs). These are positions that vary within or between human populations.
Table 1.1 shows the sizes of each chromosome and the number of positions
where variation have so far been detected. The human genome and the vari-
ation that is observed is the result of interaction among evolutionary forces,
such as mutational and selectional processes, mixing of variation through
recombination, and demographic factors, such as the size, history, and geo-
graphical structure of the populations. Effects of demography are illustrated
by the major colonisations of the globe (Figure 1.1). The present human
population migrated out of East Africa approximately 100,000 years ago
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1:The basic coalescent

Table 1.1 The human genome?

Chromosome Size in Mb  Length incM  Genes SNPs SNP density
1 245 293 1945 426 1.74
2 243 277 1283 396 1.63
3 199 233 1049 317 1.59
4 191 212 765 318 1.66
5 181 198 879 323 1.78
6 171 201 1053 309 1.79
7 158 184 952 282 1.78
8 146 166 717 256 1.75
9 134 167 755 263 1.96

10 135 182 756 250 1.85

11 135 156 1294 249 1.84

12 133 169 1006 213 1.60

13 114 118 341 166 1.46

14 105 129 647 148 1.41

15 100 110 592 166 1.66

16 90 131 900 183 2.03

17 82 129 1121 144 1.76

18 78 124 267 138 1.77

19 64 110 1303 110 1.72

20 64 97 631 232 3.63

21 47 60 231 88 1.87

22 49 58 485 121 2.47

X 152 198 750 45 1.61

Y 50 1 94 30 1.60

9 The second column shows the length of each chromosome in million bases (Mb),
the third the length in centiMorgans (cM), the fourth the estimated number of
genes for each chromosome, the fifth the number of currently identified SNPs
(thousands), and the last column shows the current density of SNPs per kilo bases
(kb). The detected number of SNPs and thus also the SNP density will go up
within the next few years. The data is from www.ensembl.org, release 17.33.1
(July 2003), except for the genetic map lengths which are taken from the Genethon
genetic map.

Figure 1.1

The world and historical migrations. The approximate dates of mass
migrations (years ago) have mainly been determined by dating fossils found at different
locations. Adapted from Cavalli-Sforza (2001).
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Table 1.2 Human population growth during the last 12,000 years®

Time 10.000 BC 0 1750 1950 2000
Population (in millions) 6 252 771 2521 6055
Annual growth (%) 0.008 0.037 0.064 0.594 1.752

9 The growth rates are point estimates at the different years.

ZON

Figure 1.2 A population without geographical structure and a population consisting of
two isolated subpopulations descending from a common ancestral population. The width
between the thin black lines represent the size of the population at a given time in the past,
such that the present time is at the bottom of the figure. The trees represent the ancestral
relationship of the sampled genes. In each figure five genes are sampled, a line represents

a gene’s lineage as its history is back tracked. When two lines meet a common ancestor is
encountered. After all genes have found a common ancestor there is just one lineage left,
the lineage of the most recent common ancestor of the sample.

to colonise the world, arriving lastly at South America (for further discus-
sion, see Chapter 8). The long term growth of the whole human population
is shown in Table 1.2. It appears that the growth rate has been accelerating,
that is, the human population is growing faster than exponential.

Geographical factors affect the possible patterns of genetic variation in
populations. To illustrate the effect of two factors, population subdivision
and population growth, we consider two simple and extreme scenarios. In
Figure 1.2, the two geographical scenarios are shown—in the first there
is one uniform population, where each gene has the same expected rela-
tionship to any other gene in the population (here ‘gene’ does not imply
any knowledge about the type of the gene). The second scenario assumes
that the population is made of two subpopulations of equal size that have
been separated for, say, 100,000 years, but with low rate of migration
between the two subpopulations. It is likely that we would find positions
in the DNA-sequence that have, say, adenine (A) in most genes in subpop-
ulation 1 and guanine (G) in most individuals in subpopulation 2. This
could be the consequence of a mutation that occurred 90,000 years ago in
a gene in subpopulation 2 and was randomly transmitted to most genes in
this subpopulation over time. The mutant is only rarely expected to spread
in subpopulation 1 unless the migration rate is high. This pattern could
be repeated many times throughout the genome, reflecting the division of
the two subpopulations; a pattern that would be extremely unlikely in a
uniform population.
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1:The basic coalescent

Figure 1.3 A population with (a) constant population size, (b) sudden large increase in
population size (explosion), and (c) exponential growth. The Wldth between the thin black
lines represents the size of the population at a given time in the past. See the text for further
explanation.

Population growth is illustrated by Figure 1.3. Three growth scenarios
are shown. In the first, the population size is constant arbitrarily far back in
time. In the second case, the population has quickly jumped from being
very small to being very large some time ago. The conclusion we can
draw about the ancestry of the sample of genes in this case depends on
the relative sizes of the population before and after the explosion (time
is here running in the usual direction, from the past towards the present
time), and on when the explosion happened. If it happened too far back in
time the genealogy of a sample will look like the genealogy in the first
case, because all genes in the sample will find common ancestors after
the explosion. At the other extreme it happened in recent times and all
genes have distinct lineages at the time of the explosion. If the population
size before the explosion is relatively small, most lineages would collapse
instantly just before the explosion. Between these two extremes the genea-
logy will look like a distorted version of a genealogy from the population
in the first case, depending on the sizes of the population before and after
the explosion.

In the third case, the population is assumed to grow exponentially, that is,
the population size decreases exponentially when we go back in time. This
case has properties intermediate between the first two cases: There would be
short internal branches just after the most recent common ancestor (MRCA)
of the sample. However, we should not expect to see a sudden collapse of
lineages as in the second case, because the population size is continuously
decreasing. All these conclusions cannot be made conclusively without a
complete specification of the model and we stress that they depend on the
population sizes through time, how fast the sizes decreases as we go back
in time, etc.

The genealogy influences the type of the genes observed in the sample.
When a gene is passed on from parent to offspring there is a chance (however
small) that the transmitted gene is a mutated copy of the parental gene. If the
genealogy of a sample spans many generations there is a higher chance of
seeing different types of genes than if the genealogy spans few generations.
Also the shape of the genealogy is of importance: In Figure 1.3 mutations
in (b) and (c) tend to produce singletons (genetic types that only occur in
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1.2 AY-chromosome data set

one copy in the sample), in contrast to (a) where it is much more likely that
a mutation is found in several members of the sample.

The lesson from these simple examples is that the population scenario
has consequences for the probability of the observed data set. Mathe-
matical models will give data exact probabilities as a function of underlying
parameters describing population history.

1.2 A Y-chromosome data set

If we zoom in on a small fraction of the Y-chromosome (see Figure 1.4), we
may look for variation between individual chromosomes in human popu-
lations. The Y-chromosome is easy to study since males carry only one
copy and there is no recombination. Michael Hammer and coworkers have
determined positions of variation along the chromosome and typed these
in more than 2000 male individuals around the world. Figure 1.5 shows
a subset of this data set. Each column is a segregating site, that is, a posi-
tion that has two or more types in the sample. For simplicity, we encoded
the data as Os and 1s instead of the actual base pairs (A, T, C, and G),
because at most two base pairs are present in each position. Sometimes it
is possible to tell (or estimate) which of the two states is the oldest, the
ancestral, and which is the youngest, the mutant. If this is the case we use
zero as the ancestral state. For this data set, the ancestral state has been
determined by comparison witha chimpanzee sequence. Figure 1.5 shows

50.5 mega bases
30,000 SNPs

Zoom X y \
SRY RTS4T ZFY
Zoom x y \
1000
Zoom X y \

ACTTACGCATCATGTACTGAAGTAACTCAGGGTACCCGTAGTATGACGTACGTACGTACG 5 0 base pairs
ACTTACGCATCATGTACTGAAGTAACTCTGGGTACCCGTAGTATGACGTACGTACGTACG

0.5 mega base
300 SNPs

5,000 base pairs
3 SNPs

Figure 1.4 Zooming in on a small fraction of the Y-chromosome where a single nucleotide
polymorphism is found (in the sex-determining gene, SRY). This polymorphism is one of
the nineteen polymorphisms studied by Hammer et al. (2001) and shown in Table 1.3.

The lower panel shows a place of polymorphism within a 50 bp interval.

JOTU: “chap01” — 2004/9/29 — 18:32 — page 5 — #5



1:The basic coalescent

4, %’7/; Soq, dz)"’/;
e, 1, Uy, Y,
1 2345678091011 121314151617 1819 % “ ™% @ "«
Haplotype A0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 00O O 00 0 0 0 10 47| 57
Bfo 1.0 000 00 0O0OO0OO0OTOUOOO0OUOO0O0 41 | 41
cfo 100001001 O0T1TO0O0OO0OO0OT1UO0O0 1 4 5
Efo 1.0 000101 0O0O0O0OO0OO0OO0OTO0OO0OO0 33| 70 153 | 256
Ffo 10 00011 00O0O0O0O0OO0OTO0OTO0OO0O0 6 [ 19 26
Gfo 100001 001010000101 24 1 5 30
H{fo 1.0 0001 00 1 1 000O0O0O0O0O0 27 27
Irfjo 1 o o0 010010T1TO0O0O0OT1TUO0OO0O0 47 47
J1jo 1.0 0 0 01001 011 1 10000 51| 35( 21 11108
Kfo11.1.0 000 0O0O0OO0OOUOOOTOO0OO0 4 6 1 11
Lfjoroo0o0o01001O0T1TO0O0O0OO0OT1TT1O0 10 10
Nft 0 0 00000 0O0OO0OO0OOUOOO0OTOO0O0 14 10 24
pfo1 1701 1.0000O0O0O0OTO0OTO0OO0OO0O0 3 3
Qo 1o 0 00100 0 0 O0O0OO0OO0OO0OTO0OO0OTO0 5 3 8
Rfo 1.0 0 00 1 001 000O0O0O0O00O0OO0 160 8| 41 209
Consensus 0O 1 00 0O0T1O0O0OT1TO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0 0 0 |355]131|133[243 862

Figure 1.5 Y-chromosome variation in four human population. There are nineteen
segregating sites arranged in fifteen haplotypes named according to Hammer et al. (2001).
The last four columns show the frequencies of the haplotypes in Europe, Northern Africa,
sub-Saharan Africa, and South Asia. Missing entries indicate that a haplotype is not
present. Zero denotes the estimated ancestral state of a segregating site as determined by
comparison with a chimpanzee sequence. The bottom row is the consensus sequence, the
sequence composed of the most frequent base in each column.

Table 1.3 Summary statistics for the Y-chromosome data set of Hammer

et al. (2001)“

Population Sample size Segregating sites Pairwise difference
European 355 16 2.48
North Africa 131 13 2.39
South Asia 133 14 2.56
South Africa 243 10 1.65

4 ‘Pairwise difference’ is the average number of differences between two
Y-chromosomes, for example, 2.48 is the average over (335) = 62,835
pairs of Y-chromosomes.

patterns of variation at nineteen variable positions in four human popula-
tions. The variation is arranged into fifteen distinct haplotypes. A haplotype
is a sequence variant of the piece of the chromosomes being investigated. It
can immediately be seen that different haplotypes predominate in different
populations.

Table 1.3 shows summary statistics for the data set, including the number
of segregating sites in each population, and the average number of differ-
ences between two chromosomes in each population. The results indicate
that the South African sample has less variation than the other samples.
The average number of differences between two chromosomes taken from
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different populations is 3.18, which is larger than the within population
differences. This suggests that there is genetic differentiation between the
populations.

We used the computer program Genetree by Bahlo and Griffiths (2000)
to estimate different quantities from the data set. This is possible when the
data set satisfy the assumptions of the infinite sites model (Chapter 2) and
no recombination (Chapter 5), which is the case for the present data set.
The infinite sites assumption states that at most one mutation has happened
in each position. The fact that only two types, 0 and 1, are present in each
position, tell us that there are no obvious contradictions to this assump-
tion. Combining the infinite sites assumption with the assumption of no
recombination implies that the haplotypes can be explained or depicted by
a gene tree, a graphical representation of the data that connects any two
haplotypes in the sample with a series of mutation events, one for each
variable site found in the two haplotypes. In this case the gene tree can be
rooted because the state of the MRCA has been estimated from a chimpan-
zee sequence. Due to the convention that O represents the ancestral state, the
root sequence is the haplotype with zeros only. The root sequence differs
from the consensus sequence in three places.

Figure 1.6 shows the gene tree with mutations marked by their numbers
(in Figure 1.5). The gene tree is uniquely determined by the data. When
the root is given, we can read off events from the gene tree. For example,
if we follow the lineage from the root down to haplotype F we encounter
a split into three lineages, then a mutation event (mutation 2), a split into
three lineages immediately after the mutation event, a mutation event (7), a
split event, and finally a mutation event (8). In comparison of lineages the
ordering of events along distinct lineages cannot be determined, only the
relative order of events along a single lineage is known.

Using coalescent methods it is possible to estimate the time of events,
depending on the assumptions of the underlying mathematical model. In
this example we used a model with four distinct subpopulations, each
exchanging migrants with a scaled rate 1.0 (see Chapter 4 for details). Fur-
ther, each subpopulation has equal constant population size. The scaled
rate is twice the number of migrants arriving in a subpopulation per
generation. In the gene tree in Figure 1.6, we see that mutations found
in more than one subpopulation or found in more than one gene are
estimated to be older than those found in one subpopulation or in one
copy only.

The probability of the observed data can be calculated as a function of
parameters in the model, such as the scaled mutation rate, or scaled migra-
tion rates. We will see how this can be done in Chapter 2. Calculating the
probability over the range of parameter values, one can draw the likeli-
hood curve. The parameter value that corresponds to the maximum of the
likelihood curve is the maximum likelihood estimate of the parameter, that
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Figure 1.6 Gene tree estimated from the data set in Figure 1.5 using the Genetree program.
The vertical axis shows time relative to the estimated time of the root.
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The scaled mutation rate (6)

Figure 1.7 The likelihood curve for the scaled mutation rate 6 = 4Nu, where u is the
mutation rate per generation and N the population size. The maximum likelihood estimate
is approximately 1.2. The y-axis is on log; scale.

is, the value of the parameter that makes the observed data under the chosen

model most probable.

Figure 1.7 shows the likelihood surface of the scaled mutation rate 9,
which is defined as 4Nu, where N is the population size and u is the
mutation rate per generation (see Chapter 2). This curve was calculated
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under the same model as discussed above with fixed migration rates and
fixed number of subpopulations. The maximum likelihood estimate of 6 is
approximately 1.2.

Another quantity of interest is the time of the MRCA of the sample
(termed the TMRCA), that is, when was the first time the sample had one
ancestor only. The probability density of this quantity given the data is
termed the posterior density of the TMRCA. It is shown in Figure 1.8;
again the same assumptions are used. Obviously, the haplotype of the

log density

0 2 4 6 8
TMRCA in units of 2N generations

10

Figure 1.8 Posterior density for the TMRCA for the Y-chromosome data set. The
maximum posterior estimate (the value of TMRCA that corresponds to the maximum

of the curve) of the TMRCA is approximately six (after the curve has been smoothed). The
posterior density is very flat which indicates that the maximum posterior estimate has a

wide error margin.

— Mutation 7

""" Mutation 13

log density

1.5 2.0 25

T
0 0.5 1.0
Age of mutation, in units of 2N generations

Figure 1.9 Posterior densities for the ages of mutation 7 and mutation 13 of the

Y-chromosome data set.
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MRCA consists of only zeros, so the TMRCA is at least as old as the most
recent occurrence of the haplotype of the MRCA. Figure 1.8 shows that
the TMRCA cannot be determined with great precision from this data set
under the given model.

While Figure 1.6 showed the estimated relative ages for each mutation,
Figure 1.9 shows the posterior density for the ages of two specific mutations.
Clearly, the distributions are distinct with mutation 7 estimated to be the
oldest in accordance with the point estimate embedded in Figure 1.6.

1.3 Data and theory

The main message from the Y-chromosome example is that explicit prob-
ability models of mutations, geography, and reproduction structures allow
us to make statements about likely parameter values, ancestral events,
dating of events, etc. Without such models, none of this is possible.
The above examples are only illustrations of some simple questions one
could ask. The relevant questions are both qualitative and quantitative in
nature. Examples of qualitative questions are: Does the data show sign
of population structure, recombination, population growth, or selection?
Quantitative questions aim at estimating parameters, such as the scaled rate
of recombination or migration, or the age of a mutation.

The theoretical field underlying the analysis of population data is popu-
lation genetics. Compared to the data that we today seek to understand
this discipline and many of its major theoretical results are quite old. It was
pioneered by three major founding fathers: Sewall Wright (1889-1988),
Ronald A. Fisher (1890-1962) and ]. B. S. Haldane (1892-1964) during
the 1920s and 1930s. They set the outlines for a prospective theory of the
fate of genetic variation under migration, selection and random genetic
drift. Later, the contributions of Motoo Kimura (1924-1994) made the
theory more rigorous by advanced use of diffusion theory. He caused a
major shift in the biological world view by introduction of the Neutral
Theory. The Neutral Theory postulates that most of the genetic variation
observed is selectively neutral. This does not imply that new mutations
cannot be selected against, but that such variation is normally rapidly elim-
inated from the population by selection. The Neutral Theory does imply
that only a very small fraction of new mutations are selectively advantage-
ous. It provoked debate because it offered a much smaller role to natural
selection than the most prevalent contemporary view; instead it emphasised
the importance of stochastic factors such as variation in the frequency of
an allele by random genetic drift.

The perspective in the field shifted further in the 1970s and 1980s
when the emphasis changed from prospective (looking forward in time)
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1.4 The Wright-Fisher model

to retrospective (looking backward in time) methods of analysis. This
development was a natural consequence of the availability of genetic data
sampled at the present time but shaped by past processes. These processes
were of interest to make inferences about.

Theoretical population genetics has since the late 1990s been graced by
increased attention from functional biology due to the appearance of com-
pletely sequenced genomes and associated data on population variation at
the sequence level, turning population genetics into population genomics.
This recent rise in importance stems both from the potential of mapping
characters to genes (association mapping) and the possibility of a phar-
macology tailored to the individual, when knowing the genotype of an
individual is crucial for predicting drug metabolism and drug response. It is
still an open question if these new fields can live up to the expectations, but
almost irrespective of the final outcome, theoretical population genetics is
bound to be central in functional biology to a degree that could not have
been foreseen a decade ago.

The central approach of genealogical data analysis is a stochastic char-
acterisation of the genealogies that relate the sequences. Evaluating the
probability of a given data set then consists of two steps: First, model repro-
duction in the population which leads to a probabilistic description of the
genealogical relationship of the sampled data. Second, each genealogy will
generate the data with a specific probability when combined with a model
of the mutation process.

1.4 The Wright-Fisher model

A simple model of populations describing the genealogical relationship
among genes is that introduced by Wright (1931) and Fisher (1930). This
basic model of reproduction provides a dynamic description of the evolution
of an idealised population and the transmission of genes from one gener-
ation to the next. By genes we refer to a material entity transmitted from
one generation to the next. If two copies of a gene can be distinguished we
refer to them as different alleles. A sequence is a gene where the nucleotides
have been determined. Thus, two sequences of the same gene are different
alleles if they are not identical. The basic properties of the model in haploid
and diploid versions are illustrated in Figures 1.10 and 1.11.

To facilitate comparison of haploid and diploid models we may assume a
population size of 2N genes, corresponding to N diploid or 2N haploid indi-
viduals. Thus, haploid reproduction is modelled assuming 2N individuals.
Note that other treatments of the Wright—Fisher model may assume N genes
instead of 2N and that results therefore may differ by a factor of two reflect-
ing this. In the haploid model, each of the genes of generation ¢ + 1 are
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1 2 3 4 2N

Figure 1.10 Haploid reproduction model. The genes making up the present generation
(lower line) are drawn randomly with replacement from the parental generation.
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Figure 1.11 Diploid reproduction model. An individual in the present generation (lower
line) draws randomly with replacement one of its genes from the female population and the
other gene from the male population.

found by copying the gene of a random individual from generation 7. This
is repeated independently until 2N genes have been sampled (Figure 1.10).
Each gene in generation ¢ + 1 will thus have one parent gene in genera-
tion 7, but it is a random one. A gene in generation ¢ might not have any
descendants in generation 7 + 1 and consequently its lineage has died out.

Diploid reproduction in the case of species with separate sexes assumes
two subpopulations—females and males—of sizes Ny and Np,, respectively,
with N = N; + Ny, representing again 2N genes. Individuals in generation
t + 1 are created one by one. Each individual chooses a male (father) and a
female (mother) from the male and female populations, respectively, from
generation ¢. Within the father and the mother one of the two genes is
chosen with probability 0.5 each. This reproductive scheme is illustrated in
Figure 1.11. Like the haploid model, each gene has one parent gene (in a
male or a female), but each individual has two parents.

If the ancestry of two genes is traced back through time in the haploid
model and the diploid model, respectively, there are certain restrictions
on which parents a gene could choose in the diploid model relative to the
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haploid model. In the haploid model all genes choose independently of each
other, while in the diploid model the second gene must choose a different
parent from the first gene. Genealogies in the diploid model and the haploid
model are probabilistically similar for large choices of N, N¢, and Ny,
if adjustments are made to how time is scaled. This will be taken up in
Section 1.10. When nothing else is stated we assume the haploid model for
convenience.

1.4.1 Assumptions of the Wright-Fisher model

A number of idealised and simplifying assumptions are explicitly and
implicitly made in the Wright—Fisher model of reproduction. These are:

1. Discrete and non-overlapping generations. In the case of humans, this is
equivalent to assuming that everybody has the same lifetime expectancy
from conception to reproduction (about 25 years), and that reproduction
and death is simultaneous for all individuals and synchronous among
all individuals. Fortunately, it turns out that the assumption is of little
practical consequence. Models assuming overlapping generations (not
all genes give birth or die at the same time) give probabilistically similar
genealogies.

2. Haploid individuals or two subpopulations (males and females). In prob-
lems that do not relate to selection involving heterosis, it usually has little
quantitative consequence to assume a haploid population of size 2N in
place of a diploid population with N individuals, as noted previously.

3. The population size is constant. This is a genuine biological assumption
and important quantities of the model will be different if the population
is growing, shrinking, oscillating or has gone through a transient very
small size, termed a population bottleneck (see Chapter 4).

4. All individuals are equally fit. This is a convenient assumption in the
introduction of basic concepts, but presumably not realistic for all loci.
Relaxing this assumption will be discussed in Chapter 4, most notably,
because major questions in genealogical data analysis seek to investigate
the presence and strength of natural selection.

5. The population has no geographical or social structure. Choosing par-
ents randomly as in the Wright—Fisher model is not a realistic mechanism
of reproduction in any real population. Population structure of any
kind may greatly affect genealogies (Chapter 4) and this assumption
is therefore important for analysis of many real data sets.

6. The genes (or sequences) in the population are not recombining. This is
an important assumption that needs to be relaxed when analysing many
real data sets. Recombination potentially occurs in most sequences,
with Y-chromosome, and perhaps mitochondrial DNA, as the primary
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exceptions. Unfortunately, relaxing the assumption makes analysis
much more mathematically complex, mainly because the sequence
sample is no longer related by a genealogical tree but rather a graph (the
ancestral recombination graph, see Chapter 5) or a collection of trees.

1.4.2 The number of descendants of a gene in one generation

The number of descendants of a particular gene, i, in generation ¢ is a
stochastic variable. Its distribution is straightforward to calculate, since
each time a new gene in generation ¢ + 1 is created it has probability
1/(2N) of picking the parent i in generation 7 and this sampling is performed
repeatedly 2N times with replacement.

Let v; be the number of descendants of gene i in generation 7, i =
1,2,...,2N, then

2 1 k 1 2N—k
P(o; = k) = ( g) <ﬁ) (1 _ ﬁ> . (1.1)

This is an example of the binomial distribution, Bi(m, p), with paramet-
ers m = 2N and p = 1/(2N). Thus, the number of genes descending
from a given gene is binomially distributed. The moments of the binomial
distribution are well-known: For v; the mean is

1
E(u) =mp=2N50 =1, (1.2)
and the variance is
Var@) = mpA — p) = 28— (1- =) =1- L (1.3)
v =mpil =P =<85N 2N) T T 2N '

That the mean is one is a consequence of the population size being constant:
If the mean number of descendants of a gene were larger/smaller than one
the population would be increasing/decreasing in size. The covariance of
the offspring numbers for two genes i and j is

Cov(vi,vj) = E(vjvj) — E()E(v)) = N’ (1.4)
and the correlation coefficient is
C iU 1
Cor(vi, Uj) = OV(U U]) = (1~5)

J/Var(vi)Var(v)) T 2N-1

Thus, v; and v; are almost independent of each other for large 2N.
Intuitively, a negative covariance (or correlation) is expected because if

JOTU: “chap01” — 2004/9/29 — 18:32 — page 14 — #14



1.4 The Wright-Fisher model

gene i leaves many descendants in the next generation then j is more likely
to leave few. This is because the total number of descendants of all genes
in a generation is 2N. Naturally, this effect is more pronounced in small
populations than in large populations.

If 2N is large then v; is almost Poisson distributed, Po(1),

1
Pvi=k) ~ Ee‘l (1.6)

with mean one and variance one. The probability that a gene does not leave
descendants is P(v; = 0) = ¢~ ! ~ 0.37 and approximately a fraction of
1—e~1 ~ 0.63 of all genes have descendants. Thus, in a large randomly mat-
ing population the present day population descends from a relatively small
fraction of genes a few generations ago, namely approximately 0.63" if ¢
generations ago. For example, a population of size 2N = 10, 000 originates
from about ten ancestral genes (0.1% of the total population) approxim-
ately fifteen generations ago (10,000 - 0.63'% ~ 10). The lineages of the
remaining genes (approximately 10,000 — 10 = 9990) in the ancestral
population fifteen generations ago did not survive until the present day
generation.

As soon as the number of ancestral genes becomes small these calculations
are no longer valid because they are based on large sample size properties.
This is where the coalescent process comes in.

1.4.3 An example

Figure 1.12 shows the Wright—Fisher model of reproduction in a popu-
lation of size 10 for fifteen reproduction cycles, corresponding to sixteen
generations. Each gene is arbitrarily labelled with the position they have in
the row (generation) they occupy. Each gene is linked to its ancestor gene in
the previous generation. This diagram completely describes the genealogical
relationships of all genes during these sixteen generations. Since the labels
of the individuals are arbitrary, they can be sorted in each generation, such
that all the children of the first parent comes first, then the children of
the second parent, etc. This has been done in Figure 1.13. The embedded
tree structure now becomes much more apparent, since it is easy to track
the ancestry of any set of genes chosen anywhere in the diagram. It is a
consequence of the model that any set of genes in a finite number of genera-
tions will have only one ancestor. It is quite possible that more than sixteen
generations are needed to find the first common ancestor of all genes (the
MRCA), even though this is not the case in this example. The concept of a
MRCA of the whole population of genes occurring at some time is a ‘back
in time’ statement that has a ‘forward in time’ consequence: At a certain
generation all the lineages starting from the 2N genes will die out except for
one. To see this, sample the whole population and trace their ancestry back
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1:The basic coalescent

Figure 1.12 The haploid Wright—Fisher model with
ten genes applied for sixteen generations,
corresponding to applying the haploid model fifteen
times starting with the population at the top row.

Figure 1.13 The same diagram as in Figure 1.12but  ©¢ ©_%" ¢ © ¢ o o o 0
with lineages sorted such that the tree-like nature of o 0 A O~ ~© o q o
the reproductive structure emerges.

until their MRCA has been found. All the other genes in that generation do
not have any descendant in the most recent generation.

From the point of view of data analysis, only a sample of n (typically n
is much smaller than 2N, i.e. n << 2N) genes are taken from the present
population and the genealogical ancestry of this sample is of interest. In
Figure 1.14 three genes (1, 2, and 3, which are the first, third, and ninth of
the whole population in Figure 1.12) have been sampled randomly in the
present population. Edges back in time tracking the ancestors of these three
sequences are highlighted. Two generations back in time, genes 1 and 2,
find a common ancestor and this lineage might be labelled (1, 2) to reflect
this fact. Seven generations further back in time back (1, 2) finds a common
ancestor with 3 and the genealogical relationships of the three genes are now
fully described. It is possible to follow the MRCA of all three genes further
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1.5 The geometric distribution

Figure 1.14 The genealogy of three randomly
sampled sequences named 1, 2, 3 from left to right.

The ancestry of the sequences are marked by bold °© o H T o L 9 I 2 9
lines sixteen generations back in time; nine o dA T & 9 o o
generations back all three sampled sequences have 5 o~~~ VL
found a common ancestor. 1 2 3

back in time, but there will never be any information on what happened to
this MRCA further back in time from the sampled genes. Questions about
the structure of genealogies of a population or a sample from a population
are our main interest to address, for example:

1. What is the length of the epoch when there were only k lineages?

2. What it is the probability that the number of lineages shrinks by more
than one in one generation?

3. What is the general structure of the genealogies generated by this
process?

Getting answers to these question will facilitate the interpretation of
actual sequence data.

1.5 The geometric distribution

Ubiquitous in population genetics and in coalescent theory in particular is
the Markov property, which states that the probability of a specific next step
in a discrete or continuous process only depends on the present state of the
process, that is, the process is without memory of events prior to the present.
In genetics it is natural to assume that the probability that something is going
to happen (e.g. a mutation or finding a common ancestor) depends only on
the situation at present (E.6. the present nucleotide, nucleotide sequence,
or number of genes). In processes where time is discretely measured (e.g. in
generations) the Markov property is closely associated with the geometric
distribution. If time is continuous (e.g. as measured by a stopwatch) the

JOTU: “chap01” — 2004/9/29 — 18:32 — page 17 — #17



1:The basic coalescent

analogous distribution is the exponential distribution. The exponential
distribution will be discussed in the next section.

In analogy with the binomial distribution, the geometric distribution can
be obtained by independent and repeated experiments with two possible
outcomes, for example, tossing a coin, or observing whether or not a dice
shows six. The binomial distribution describes the outcome of repeating the
experiment n times, where each experiment has a probability p of success,
and then asking for the total number of successes. The geometric distri-
bution also describes results from a repeated experiment. However, rather
than describing the number of successes, it records the time (i.e. the number
of trials) until the first success.

Thus, let X;,i = 1,2,..., be a series of independent and identically dis-
tributed experiments with probability p of success and 1 — p of failure. In
population genetics this could be going back in time and in each genera-
tion observing whether two genes had found a common ancestor. Denote
success with one and failure with zero. Let T be the waiting time until the
first success, that is, T = min{i | X; = 1,i = 1,2,...}. This leads to the
geometric probability distribution,

PT=j) = (1-piTp (1.7)

j=1,2,..., since T=j implies j — 1 failures followed by one success.
We take T~ Geo(p) to mean that T is geometrically distributed with
parameter p.

A series of simple properties of geometrically distributed variables can
easily be derived. Assume that 7, > #1. Then

P(T>pn|T>t)=PT=>t—1t), (1.8)
E(T) = 1, (1.9
p
and
1-p
Var(T) = 5 (1.10)
p

Let S be a second geometrically distributed variable, S ~ Geo(p’). Assume
S is independent of T, then

min(S,T) ~ Geo(p+ p' — pp)). (1.11)

Property (1.8) illustrates the lack of memory: Knowing that T has not
occurred at time 71 does not change the probability of when it will occur
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Figure 1.15 Comparison of the continuous exponential probability density and the
discrete geometric probability distributions with mean 2.5.

in the future. An example of a geometric distribution with mean 2.5 is dis-
played in Figure 1.15. Note the long tail of the distribution, and the general
fact that the probabilities are decreasing for increasing j.

1.6 The exponential distribution

The exponential distribution can be defined in a variety of ways. It arises
naturally from the Markov property, but it can also be obtained as the
limit distribution of a series of geometric distributions measured on a finer
and finer ladder of time points. One then waits for an event (failure) on a
continuous line.

Let U have an exponential distribution, that is,

PU<)=1—e. (1.12)

The density function of the distribution is found by differentiation of
P(U < t) with respect to 1,

£() = dP(lcjl—ft) — e, (1.13)

The exponential distribution is characterised by one parameter only, the
intensity a which can be interpreted as the expected number of events in
an interval of length one, if the waiting times between events were all inde-
pendent and had exponential distributions with intensity a. Alternatively,
the parameter also characterises the probability that an event occurs soon,
because P(U < t) ~ at for small t. The exponential distribution with the
same mean as the geometric distribution is also shown in Figure 1.15.

The distribution has properties analogous to those of the geometric distri-
bution. Let V be a second exponentially distributed variable with intensity b.
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Assume that V is independent of U, and that t; > 71, then

PU>n|U>1n)=PU>n-—-1t), (1.14)
EWU) = 1, (1.15)

a

1
Var(U) = —, (1.16)

a

a
PU<V)= oy (1.17)
and

min(U, V) ~ Exp(a + b). (1.18)

Property (1.14) restates the Markov property, that all that matters is
the present state (and not how long the process has been in that state or
which states it resided in previously). The joint properties of U and V are
important because waiting for competing, but independent events, such as
coalescent events, mutation events, migration events, etc., is at the core
of coalescent theory. Waiting for the first of two possible events to occur
is again an exponential variable and the probability that one of two types
of events is the first to occur only depends on the relative values of the
intensities (property (1.17)).

The geometric distribution can be approximated with an exponential
distribution in various ways. Here we focus on one particular approxim-
ation that is useful in deriving the continuous time coalescent. Let T have
a geometric distribution with parameter p, that is,

P(T > j)=(1-p). (1.19)

If p is small T is typically large and one might measure 7 on a smaller time
scale to counterbalance that p is small. Assume M is some large number
such that a = pM and r = j/M are both small compared to M. In the
coalescent context M will be of the order of 2N, p of the order of 1/(2N),
and j of the order of 2N. Rewriting (1 — p)/ as

pM M-j/M . a \tM
(“7) =(1-9)", (1.20)
we obtain
P(T>j)=PT/M>1t) ~ e ™ (1.21)
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from standard mathematical analysis. In consequence, U = T/M is
approximately exponential with intensity a.

This approximation involves a change in how time is measured: Instead of
measuring in discrete units, time is measured in continuous time such that
one unit of continuous time corresponds roughly to M discrete units. In
coalescent theory this will be 2N discrete generations. This is accomplished
by dividing T by M. To jump between the two time scales we either divide
by M or multiply by M. As just mentioned, to go from discrete time units
we divide j by M and, conversely, we multiply ¢t by M to obtain discrete
time from continuous time: for example, if 1 = 2.353 and M = 100 then
Jj=1tM =~ 235.

1.7 The discrete-time coalescent

With the concept of the Wright—Fisher model of reproduction and the prop-
erties of the associated important probability distributions, the binomial
distribution, the geometric distribution, and the exponential distribution,
at hand, we are in a position to derive the basic coalescent process.
The presentation does not follow the original formulation by Kingman
(1982a, b) because his formulation is mathematically advanced. What will
be derived is what Kingman termed the 7n-coalescent or just the coalescent
for a sample of n genes. The coalescent for an infinite (or very large) sample
will briefly be discussed at the end of this chapter.

1.7.1 Coalescence of a sample of two genes

What is the distribution of the waiting time until the MRCA of two genes
sampled in a haploid model with 2N genes? The probability that these two
genes find an ancestor in the first generation back in time is 1/(2N)—the
first can choose its parent freely, but the second gene must choose the same
parent as the first gene, which is one out of 2N possibilities. The probability
that the two genes have different ancestors is therefore 1 — 1/(2N).

Since sampling in different generations is independent of each other, the
probability that two genes find a common ancestor j generations back in

time 1S
1\ 1
1-— — 1.22
< 2N> 2N (1.22)

In the first j — 1 generations they chose different ancestors, and then in
generation j they chose the same ancestor. Thus the coalescence time T»
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for two genes to find a MRCA is distributed as

, 1\ 1
P(Th =))= (1 - ﬁ) N (1.23)

Jj=1,2,..., which implies that 7> is geometrically distributed with para-
meter 1/(2N). The mean of T, is therefore E(T») = 1/(1/(2N)) = 2N
generations. Thus, the expected time until a MRCA is the same as the num-
ber of genes in the population. In the example shown in Figure 1.14, where
2N is ten, the probability that two randomly picked genes in one genera-
tion has the same parent is 1/10 and the expectation of the waiting time
for them to find a common ancestor is ten generations.

1.7.2 Coalescence of a sample of n genes

The waiting time for k (< n) genes to have less than k ancestral lineages can
also be calculated. The probability that k genes have k different ancestors
in the previous generation is

QN-D@N-=2) @N—k+1) _Tr(,_ i
2N 2N 2N B (__>

k=1 .

_ J AN _(f\ L 1
_1—22 +0(N2>_1 (2)2N+0<N2), (1.24)

i=1

where O (1/ Nz) is all terms which are divided by N? or any higher power
of N. Since we assume that n is much smaller than N, O (1/N?) is negligible
and can be ignored (the effect of this is exemplified below). This approx-
imation is equivalent to ignoring the possibility that more than one pair of
genes find a common ancestor in the same generation.

The reasoning behind equation (1.24) is analogous to the two genes case.
The first gene can choose freely among the 2N genes, the second gene must
choose a different parent and can only choose between 2N — 1 parents. The
third gene can only choose among 2N — 2 possible genes and so forth. Thus,
when n is much smaller than N, the probability that no coalescence event

occurs is
k\ 1
1-— — 1.25
(5) 3w (1.25
and the probability of a coalescence event in a given generation is
k\ 1
—. 1.26
()7 .26

JOTU: “chap01” — 2004/9/29 — 18:32 — page 22 — #22



1.7 The discrete-time coalescent

,,,,,,,,,,,, l
T
Ty
Figure 1.16 The different time epochs in a S e REEEERSEEE EERTTEREEE EEEREE -7
coalescent tree. T}, j = 2,3,4,5 is the time r“ ****** ]—-—-I ************** -4
while there are j ancestors to the sampled five Ts
genes. 1 2 3 4 5

In consequence the probability that two genes out of the k genes finds
a common ancestor Ty = j, j = 1,2,..., generations ago is

, K 1 )77 /ey 1
S T N

and Ty has approximately a geometric distribution with parameter
(S)/(ZN). The terminology is shown in Figure 1.16. Because all pairs of
genes are equally likely to find a common ancestor, the pair that finds a
common ancestor is chosen with equal probability among the (g) possible
pairs. The times 75, ..., T, are independent.

1.7.3 Example: Effect of approximations

Relating the quantities of the previous sections to the example of
Figure 1.14, the probability that all three genes have one ancestor in the
previous generation is %% = ﬁ, since the first gene can choose a par-
ent freely, while the next two genes must choose the same parent as the
first gene. The probability that three genes have three different ancestors is
1(1)01% The remaining possibility that the three genes have two parents in
the previous generation (i.e. one pair of the three possible pairs has only one

: 10-9-8 1 27 : : 1;
ancestor) is then 1 — S555" — 100 = 700 Using the approximate probability

it comes out as
3\ 1 3
(2)E =10 (1.28)

There is a slight difference between the true value and the approximate
value, since % - 13—0 = —1(3)—0. If the approximate value of 13—0 is used here,
the expected number of generations before any of the three genes have
common ancestors is 10/3 ~ 3.33. 2N = 10 is very small. For 2N > 100,
the agreement is excellent.

The accuracy of the approximation for large N leads to a formulation of

the coalescent with two convenient properties: A model that uses continuous
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time and that additionally is independent of 2N. To accomplish this we need
the exponential distribution that was introduced previously.

1.8 The continuous time coalescent

In the Wright-Fisher model time is measured in discrete units, generations.
It is conceptually and computationally advantageous to consider continu-
ous time approximations. A natural choice for the coalescent has been to
scale in continuous time, so that one unit of time corresponds to the average
time for two genes to find a common ancestor, which was just shown to
be 2N generations. Again, note that other treatments of the coalescent
process prefer scaling time by N (or occasionally 4N) rather than 2N,
leading to results differing by a factor of two. Using any of these trans-
formations of time, the coalescent becomes independent of the population
size. It will only be used if we want to translate time back into generations.
This emphasises that the structure of the coalescent process is the same
for any population as long as the sample size n is small compared to the
population size 2N; only the time scale differs between populations when
2N differs.

To derive the continuous coalescent process we let 1 = j/(2N), where j is
time measured in generations. It follows that j = 2Nt translates continuous
time ¢ back into generations j. (If j = 2Nt is not an integer | is truncated to
the nearest lower integer. For example, 2Nt = 2-10%*.1.23241 is truncated
to 24648.) The waiting time, T¢, in the continuous representation for k
genes to have k — 1 ancestors is exponentially distributed, T} ~ Exp((é)),
that is,

PTE <1) = 1-e O, (1.29)

This is derived from equations (1.21) and (1.27) letting r = j/(2N), M =
2N, and p = (g) /(2N). A continuous time realisation of the coalescent is
shown in Figure 1.17, with time scaled in generations on the left and in
units of 2N generations on the right.

It is now possible to describe a stochastic algorithm that samples genea-
logies for n genes. Only the version for continuous time is given; the discrete
version is analogous to the continuous. We refer to the continuous time
coalescent as the basic coalescent or the basic coalescent process.

Algorithm 1
1. Start with k = n genes.
2. Simulate the waiting time T} to next event, T{ ~ Exp((é))
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Figure 1.17 A continuous time genealogy with time measured in units of generations (left)
and in units of 2N generations (right).

3. Choose a random pair (i, j) with 1 < i < j < k uniformly among the
(g) possible pairs.

4. Merge i and j into one gene and decrease the sample size by one,
k—k—1.

5. If k > 1 go to 2, otherwise stop.

A computational advantage of going back in time when simulating the
history of a present day sample relative to an alternative forward approach
is that in the former one only needs to keep track of the ancestry of the
sample of interest, while in a forward approach the whole population needs
to be traced. Referring back to Figure 1.14, a forward approach would have
to calculate all edges in the whole illustration and additionally make sure
that sufficiently many generations had been simulated, such that the MRCA
to all extant sequences had been found. A backward approach would only
have to find the highlighted edges.

From now on we will only refer to the continuous model unless stated
otherwise and the superscript ¢ is dropped, thus 7 is denoted by 7.
Whenever we think of a particular population with a certain size 2N, time
can be translated back into generations by multiplication by 2N.

1.9 Calculating simple quantities on a coalescent tree

In the continuous coalescent, the properties of the exponential distribution
make it easy to calculate a number of important quantities on the genealogy.

1.9.1 The height of a tree

Consider the coalescent tree depicted in Figure 1.16. The height, H,, of
the tree of a sample of size n is the sum of time epochs, 7, while there
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are j = n,n — 1,...,2 ancestors. The distribution of H, is obtained as
a convolution of the exponential variables,

n k=1 ag
P, <= YO S D, (1.30
k=1 ®

where njyy =n(n—1)---(m—k+1),and ngy =nn+1)---(n +k — 1).
However, the mean of H, is easily obtained

n n 1 1
EH)=Y ET)=2Y ——=2(1-=). 1.31
(o) g ) ]21(1—1) ( n) (-3

Similarly, because the 7)s are independent, the variance of H, is
Var(H,) = ZVar(T) _42 2( (1.32)
J—

The sum in (1.31) grows towards 2 (scaled in 2N generations) as the
number of genes increases. The expected waiting time for n genes to find
their common ancestor is less than twice that of the expected waiting time
for two genes to find their common ancestor (E(H;) = E(T») = 1). This
is a counterintuitive fact for most people when initially introduced to the
coalescent. The example also shows that in the continuous time coalescent
we can at least formally consider a sample of infinite size because an infinite
sample finds a common ancestor in expected time 2(1 — 1/00) = 2, thus
in finite time. It is mathematically convenient that the coalescent model
applies for even large sample sizes; sample sizes that might be larger than
the size (2N) of the Wright—Fisher population it seeks to approximate. These
considerations connect back to the discussion at the end of section 1.4.2: In
a large population it takes only a few generations before the whole popu-
lation has only a small number of ancestors; the number of generations
is much smaller than the size of the population. The variance of H, goes
to a finite value for increasing n: ‘3—‘(7'(2 —9) &~ 1.159. The sum converges
very quickly. One property of H, is a disproportionately large contribution
from T, the time from two ancestors to one ancestor. Table 1.4 shows the
contribution of different epochs to the variance of H,,.

The property that 7> contributes significantly to the time of the MRCA
can also be seen in Figure 1.18. This figure shows that the variation in the
height of the coalescent tree for a sample of twenty is large, and that most
of it is caused by the variance in T5.
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Table 1.4 Variance of H, and L, and the ratio of the variance of H,, respectively L, to
that of T»

n 2 3 4 5 6 10 15 20

Var(H,) 1.000 1.111 1.139 1.149 1.153 1.158 1.159 1.159
T contribution 1.000 0.900 0.877 0.870 0.867 0.864 0.863 0.863
Var(L,) 4.000 5.000 5.444 5.694 5.854 6.159 6.304 6.375

T, contribution 1.000 0.800 0.734 0.702 0.683 0.649 0.635 0.627

T = B 5 iy | =Ny

—

Figure 1.18 A sample of six realisations from the coalescent relating twenty-five genes.

1.9.2 The total branch length of a tree

In contrast to H,, the distribution of the total branch length L, has a nice
form

P(L,<t) =1 —e /21, (1.33)

The mean of L, is most easily obtained by weighting the coalescent times
by the number of lineages that exist in that epoch,

n n—1
1
E(L,) = E JE(T)) =2 E ; (1.34)
j=2 j=1
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This sum does not converge for large n, but grows slowly with n. In fact, it
is proportional to the natural logarithm of n,

n—1

~ log(n). (1.35)

~.| -

1

~
I

We can use the mean of L, to get a sense of how much history genes in
a sample share. The genes would share the least history if they all sprung
from a common ancestor (assuming they had a common ancestor) some
time ago and then evolved along distinct lineages. If the time until the
common ancestor is the same as in the basic coalescent, namely E(H,) =
2(1 — 1/n), then the total branch length would be n times that quantity,
or 2n(1 —1/n) = 2(n — 1). Comparing this to the mean of L, in the basic
coalescent, we find the ratio
EL,) X5} logn)

2m—-1) n-1 T a1 (1.36)

This number is small even for small n; n = 5: 52%, n = 10: 31%, and

n =100: 5.2%. For example if n = 10 then on average 100% — 31% =

69% of the total time in the genealogy of a sample is shared between two or

more genes. Thus coevolution of genes is the rule rather than the exception.
The variance of L,, is

n n—1
1
Var(L,) =Y j*Var(T)) =4 — (1.37)
; —J
j=2 j=1

which converges to 27%/3 2 6.579 as n increases. This implies that for
large n, L, is narrowly centered around E(L,). Table 1.4 shows the variance
contribution of T3 to the total variance of L,,.

1.9.3 The effect of sampling more sequences

Sampling more sequences is less effective than most would intuitively think.
Figure 1.19 shows an example where a sample of ten sequences (in bold) is
embedded in a larger sample of fifty sequences. Most of the deep branches
(those nearer the root) are already in the tree with ten sequences. This is not
surprising since the expected height of a tree for fifty genes is 1.96, while the
expected height for a tree for ten genes is 1.80. Thus, a fivefold increase in
genes on the average leads to less than 10% increase in height. The increase
in branch length is also slow. In the present case the relative increase is
[E(Lso) — E(L10)1/E(L10) = 58%, which again should be compared to
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Wlmemme = B L

Figure 1.19 The effect of adding more sequences to a sample. A sample of ten sequences
(in bold) are extended with forty more sequences. This mainly changes the lower part of
the coalescent tree.

a fivefold increase in sample size. The effect of sampling more sequences will
be taken up again in more detail in Section 3.4. For example, the probability
that the smaller sample shares MRCA with the larger sample is derived.

1.10 The effective population size

As mentioned previously a real physical population is not likely to behave
reproductively as the Wright—Fisher model. Most real populations show
some form of reproductive structure, either due to geographical proximity
of individuals (or genes) or due to social constraints (e.g. all females may
not be allowed to marry any male, and vice versa). Also it is likely that
the number of descendants of a gene in one generation does not follow the
Poisson distribution with intensity one. If the real population has been of
constant size over time then the mean number of descendants is bound to
be one, but the variance of the distribution might differ from the variance
in the Poisson (here one). Usually the variance is much larger.

When the Wright—Fisher model, or the basic coalescent, is used to model
a real physical population, the size (2N) of the population in the (haploid)
Wright-Fisher model cannot be taken to be the size of the real population.
For example, many human genes had a MRCA less than 200,000 years
ago. If we count one generation as 20 years then N should be less than
200,000/(4 - 20) = 2.500 (the expected TMRCA of the whole population
is 4N), which is unrealistically small for the real population. However, it
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1:The basic coalescent

suggests that the real population might be approximated by a Wright—Fisher
model with N = 2.500.

For a real population or some model (e.g. a diploid Wright—Fisher model)
the population size of the haploid Wright-Fisher that in some sense best
approximates the real population (or the model) is called the effective popu-
lation size, N,. Thus, in the example above N, might be 2.500. There are
several ways of defining N, (e.g. see Ewens 2004). Often different definitions
agree or agree approximatively for large values of N,. Here we shall only be
concerned with one definition of N, and a generalisation of that definition
that turns out to be particularly useful for models with variable population
sizes (Chapter 4). The measure is called the inbreeding effective population
size, which Ewens (2004) denoted by N to distinguish it from other related
quantities. Here it is just denoted by N,. It is defined by

1
Ne=———— 1.38
‘=3P =1) (1.38)
where T is in generations. The generalisation is defined by
E(T;
NO = % (1.39)

where ¢ stands for time and 7> again is in generations. The main and
important difference between the two measures is that N, is related to
the immediate past (the previous generation), whereas N is related to the
number of generations until a MRCA is found. For the haploid Wright—
Fisher model the two definitions agree. Here, P(T» = 1) = 1/(2N) and
E(T») = 2N. Thus, N, = N and N = N. In the diploid model with N¢
females and Ny, males (Ny + Ny = N),

1 N
P(h=1)= (1 — ﬁ) SN N (1.40)

and, thus,

4N¢N,
Ne:N£t> ~ —va m

=4c(1 —c)N (1.41)

for large N, Nt = ¢N, and Ny, = (1 — ¢)N. Again the two definitions agree.
In particular, if Nf = Ny, (¢ = %) then N, = N = N. If population size
varies with time then the two definitions disagree because N, depends on
the particular generation we focus on.

To give a few other, more extreme, examples, assume that in each
generation three genes are chosen and each creates a third of the next
generation. The probability that two randomly chosen genes have the same
parent would then be a third, independently of population size. Then
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N, = Nét) = 1.5. Or assume that ~/2N genes are chosen each to have
V2N offspring. The probability of having identical parents in the previous
generation is then 1/+/2N and N, = N = 2N /2. These are two extreme
examples.

Approximating the evolution of a real (or model) population by a hap-
loid Wright-Fisher model with population size 2N = 2N, implies that one
particular aspect of the real population is mimicked in the haploid Wright—
Fisher model, namely the expected TMRCA of two genes. Other quantities
might differ, for example, the variance of the TMRCA, or the TMRCA of
a sample of size n, and so on.

In Chapter 4 models with population structure and variable population
sizes are introduced and the effective population size provides a standard
by which these models can be compared.

1.11 The Moran model

Moran (1958a) proposed an alternative model to the Wright—Fisher model.
Moran’s model has overlapping generations, in contrast to the Wright—
Fisher model that has non-overlapping generations. The populations consist
of 2N haploid individuals or genes. (A diploid version can be formulated as
well. Here we focus on the haploid version for convenience.) A new genera-
tion is formed from the previous generation by sampling randomly one gene
to give birth to a new gene, and one gene to die, see Figure 1.20. The gene
that dies is not allowed to be the gene chosen to give birth. (Other formula-
tions of the Moran model allow for the two genes to be one and the same.)
All other genes survive to the next generation. The way the Moran model
is constructed automatically rules out the possibility of multiple coalescent
events in the same generation or that more than two genes share the same
common ancestor in the previous generation.

The probability that two genes share a common ancestor in the previous
generation is 1/(N(2N — 1)) because one out of the possible (zév) pairs has
the desired property. Thus the waiting time until a MRCA of two genes
is a geometric distribution with parameter 1/(N(2N — 1)) and the natural
time scale is in units of N(2N — 1) generations, rather than in units of

O
Figure 1.20 The Moran model. Shown is a few

overlapping generations in the Moran model. In
each generation one gene is chosen to give birth
to a new gene and one gene is chosen to die.
Because only one gene reproduces in each
generation the appropriate time scale is
different from that in the Wright-Fisher model.
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2N generations. When adjusted for the differences in time scale, the basic
coalescent serves as an approximation for both models.

The Moran model is often applied by theoreticians because many cal-
culations turn out to be particularly simple in this model, whereas a
similar calculation in the Wright-Fisher model might be highly intractable.
However, the Moran model appears to have less appeal to biologists and the
Wright—Fisher model is thus more frequently used as a model of population
reproduction.

1.12 Robustness of the coalescent

It has already been mentioned that the haploid and the diploid Wright—
Fisher models, as well as the Moran model, tend to give probabilistically
similar genealogies for large N. This is an example of what is called
robustness of the coalescent: The continuous time coalescent can be used
as an approximation of many different discrete time population repro-
duction models. Kingman showed that this is the rule rather than the
exception. The effective population size defines the appropriate time scale
and provides the transversion factor between discrete time units and
continuous time.

Among the 1982 contributions from Kingman, this must be the most
practical, in the sense that it legitimises the the use of the coalescent beyond
the simple Wright—Fisher based models and the Moran model.
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